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In short, his first volume contained almost all, the rest of his life was to be but the amplification of the first themes.
But there was another reason, beyond the smart of neglect, which took Morris's mind from poetry for the next eight years. With his marriage came the natural consequence of building a home; and in the building of this home was displayed all its master's desire to have the everyday things of life beautiful to see and useful for their purpose. It was in 1859 (he had married in the April of that year) that he began to build the Red House at Upton in Kent. The design came from the mind of Philip Webb, who also planned a large part of the furniture within. The house became a natural focus for all the craftsmanship and faculty of design which were so abundant in the little brotherhood that surrounded Morris. It was the failure to find any factory or shop which could supply Morris with what he desired that led to the formal foundation of the firm of " Morris, Marshall, Faulkner & Co., Fine Art Workmen in Painting, Carving, Furniture and the Metals," as they styled themselves in full.
This great event in the history of modern art happened in April 1861. Besides the names which appeared in the title of the firm, the other partners were Rossetti, Madox Brown, Burne-Jones and Philip Webb. The first workshop and showroom was No. 8 Red Lion Square. Morris and Faulkner were the -active managers; the rest, from the almost nominal partner Rossetti to the active Webb, did varying work.